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My second to last sermon at First Presbyterian Church of Racine before I start working toward Farm 
Church... 

Title: You’re Going to Heaven, and There Is Nothing You Can Do About it.  

I was thinking this week that since I came here to be your pastor in the fall of 2008—and I haven’t 

really counted—but I figure that during the past six and a half years, I have preached about 250 

sermons. And if you think that perhaps the average sermon lasts about fifteen minutes, then that 

means that I have preached for roughly 3,750 minutes. That’s 62.5 hours of preaching. And as that 

occurred to me this week, my main thought was, “What on earth could I have possibly talked about 

for that long?” That’s almost three days of talking. Then I thought that maybe the reception after 

church today should be for you for having to have listened to me for 62.5 hours. If there’s anything 

worthy of a sheet cake… 

 

250 sermons. Though not 250 topics, 250 themes, or 250 points to make. I’ve heard it said more 

than once that every pastor really has just one sermon, and basically the congregation hears that 

sermon over and over again. 

 

Well if that’s true, then today I want to share that one sermon with you—the sermon I’ve been 

sharing all this time. Nothing brand new, nothing fresh, no words that you haven’t hopefully already 

heard me say about 250 times. And here they are: 

 

You are going to Heaven, and there is nothing you can do about it. 

 

That’s it. That’s my one sermon. You can take everything I’ve ever said, hold it up, turn it around, 

spread it out, cook it down… I hope it’s been there through and through. You are going to Heaven, 

and there is nothing you can do about it. 

 

Now I want to acknowledge that this is pretty much the opposite of what a lot of pastors say. 

Certainly it’s the opposite of what most people think the church teaches, which is: You are going to 

Hell, so you’d better do something about it. Right? That’s what most people think we’re teaching in 

here. And truthfully, it’s what a lot of churches teach. You are going to Hell unless you do something 

about it. We’ve all heard the church recite some version of this tired, old, and worthless theology—

that if you’re born into this world, you’re born into sin, and by default you are unworthy of God’s love 
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and grace unless… Unless you do something about it. Unless you get yourself saved. Unless you 

say the right prayer. Unless you get your life right with God. Unless you stop sinning… We’ve all 

heard it—that you’re going to Hell unless you do something about it. 

 

Well hopefully in 250 sermons you have heard me say no to that backwards, abusive theology. But 

in case you haven’t, let me say it again: No. It’s wrong. Though in a way it’s no surprise that it’s 

become a part of the default Christian drive in our culture. 

 

Think about it. Pure, unadulterated love comes into the world in and through Jesus Christ, and in 

Christ, God says to the whole world: I am with you, and in my love for you, I will hold nothing back. 

Nothing, not even my own death can keep me from you. That’s the power of the cross, isn’t it? That 

in Christ’s suffering and death, God was saying to the world, This is how I am with you. Suffering 

with you, hurting with you, feeling the sting of betrayal with you, knowing what it means to be 

forsaken, lost, hopeless, and alone with you… With you in sorrow, pain, addiction, heartache, 

cancer, failure, grief, death… Because, you see, the power of the cross of Jesus Christ is that it’s not 

just about something God did 2000 years ago. It’s about who God is and what God is always doing. 

 

God is always loving us to the very end. This is what Paul was saying in his letter to the Romans—

that nothing, “neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, 

nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39) 

 

The cross doesn’t just remind us of something that happened. It reminds us, simply, of something 

that always is: God’s love, the most powerful stuff in the universe, is a love that is always with us, no 

matter what. So what have human beings done with that love? Well, we’ve put a fence around it. 

We’ve tried to contain it, to domesticate it. And the Christian Church has tried to determine the 

answers to the broken questions, “Who’s in and who’s out?” “Who is saved and who isn’t?” 

Essentially, “Who is part of God’s love and who is not?” And over the years, the Church has landed 

on the sad conclusion that you’re going to Hell unless you do something about it. 

 

Well, friends, I’m sorry, but the opposite is true. You’re going to Heaven, and there’s nothing you can 

do about it. In 250 sermons, I’ve tried to celebrate this amazing truth with you. And I want to end this 

way—to say it again this way—because through it all, I can’t think of a better way to say it: 

 

I have these three daughters, Sylvia, Meheret, and Ezzy. And they’re my Valentines. I love them and 

they love me. But I know this. I know that one day one of my daughter may come to me—and let’s 

say it’s Meheret—one day Meheret may come to me and say, “Dad, I don’t love you anymore. I’m so 

tired of you telling me what to do. I’m so tired of it, Dad, that I am out of this family. You are not my 

father anymore! And I am not your daughter anymore! I’m done. I’m out. I don’t want to see you 

again.” 

 



Can you remember a time when you felt that way with your parents? Sure. But if she says that to me 

one day, you know what my response will be? “Honey, good luck with that. Good luck with that, 

because you didn’t create this reality of me being your parent. You didn’t make it true. Your mother 

and I made it true when we adopted you, and there is nothing you can do to undo what we have 

done. I am your father and I will always be your father, and that is a reality over which you have no 

control.” 

 

Now similarly, one day Meheret may come to me and say, “Dad, you know, I was thinking today, I 

love you. I mean, I really love you. In fact, I love you more today than I have ever loved you before. 

In fact, I love you so much, Dad, that I have decided to begin a relationship with you! I want to invite 

you into my life, Dad, to be my personal father!” 

 

To which I might say, “Thank you, I think. But again, good luck with that. You do not set the terms for 

this reality. And the reality is this: I am your father and you are my daughter. You can’t make it 

untrue by denying it, but you also can’t make it more true by accepting it. It simply is true.” 

 

But isn’t that what we do with God? Don’t people do that with God all the time? Don’t people think 

that they can get away from God? That they can somehow escape from God’s love and grace 

because of what they say or do? Don’t we get this idea in our heads that we can somehow squirm 

away from the most powerful stuff in the universe—God’s love and grace? That we can undo the 

promise that was made on our behalf in our baptism—a promise that there is nothing in all the world 

that can separate us from the love of God? 

 

We get that wrong all the time. But the other thing we get wrong is that we think that we can and 

should activate God’s love by accepting it. We think that we can make it true by entering into it. We 

think that if we accept it, or if we pray for God to be with us, then God will say, “Oh, well, you know 

I’ve been waiting all this time for you to finally get around to asking. Thank you!” 

 

No, God looks at us and says, “Good luck with that. I am God and you are my child and that is a 

reality that I created, not you. You can’t make it any less true by denying it, and you can’t make it 

any more true by accepting it. It’s simply true—you are saved, you are mine, and you are going to 

Heaven, and there is nothing you can do about it.” 

 

And here’s the best part. You are saved. You are God’s child. You are going to Heaven. And there’s 

nothing you can do about it, but there are a million things you can do because of it. Millions and 

millions of things you can do, in fact, because of it! 

 

And when you think about it, that’s what we want our children to say someday, isn’t it? To say, “Hey, 

it dawned on me the other day that you love me, and that you’ve always loved me, no matter what. 

Even during the rough times—that there was no way I could ever get out of that love. And because 

of that love, Mom, because of that love, Dad, I am who I am, and I act the way I act, and I love the 

way I love, in part because your love has been one of the most informative, instructive pieces of my 



life. So I’m not going to love you or anyone else so that you’ll love me. I’m going to do it because you 

love me. I’m going to live in light of that love.” 

 

That’s the way it works with God. Christianity is not a “so that” faith—a faith in which we go to 

church, worship, share resources, serve others, love others, and dedicate our lives to God so that 

God will accept us, love us, save us… Rather, all of it is “because of.” Because of God’s love, fully 

claiming and embracing us, what else would we do with our lives but live in response to that love—

worshipping, sharing resources, serving others, loving others, even those who may be difficult to 

love, dedicating our lives… none of it so that, all of it because of. 

 

Good friends, you are going to Heaven and there is nothing you can do about it. Rather, there are a 

million things you can do because of it. So go out, live, serve, and love, and let it all be so 

wonderfully because of God’s amazing love for you! Amen. 

 


